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The Quarterly Newsletter of The Association for Skeptical Enquiry


FROM THE ASKE CHAIRMAN
Michael Heap

L

ast December my wife bought a calendar for 2007 entitled ‘Forgotten English’.  The calendar consists of a pad of about 314 pages, one for each day of the year or weekend.  On each page is an archaic word and its definition plus some information on a historical event associated with that particular day or a short biography of someone born on that day.

The calendar is published by Pomegranate Press and each entry is marked ‘copyright Jeffrey Kacirk’. Information presented on two days in July is of particular interest to sceptics.  

For Saturday and Sunday the 7th and 8th of July, the word is ‘pomster’. This is a West Country word that means ‘to treat illness without knowledge or skill in medicine’, the source being Joseph Wright’s English Dialect Dictionary, 1896-1905. In view of the current proclivity of purveyors of unproven (i.e. alternative or complementary) medicine to sue anyone who refers to them as ‘quacks’, perhaps the term ‘pomster’ will once again assume a place in popular discourse. 

_________________________________________

His first patient was an old farmer who responded so well that he went on to sire a son, whom he aptly named ‘Billy’.
_________________________________________
We are also informed that the weekend marks the birthday of John Romulus Brinkley (1885-1942), ‘the king of American quackery’. Mr Brinkley practised in Milford, Kansas, having obtained his medical degree from a ‘diploma mill’ in Kansas City. One of his first ‘remedies’ was the injection of distilled water into his patients to ‘increase their vigour’. 
He later established the Brinkley Clinic, which specialised in ‘goat glands for weary men’. This treatment involved ‘the transplantation of goat glands’ into the scrotum. His first patient was an old farmer who responded so well that he went on to sire a son, whom he aptly named ‘Billy’. Treatment cost $750 and by the end of his life he had collected $12 million in fees. Of course, any comparison with modern alternative medicine is entirely spurious. (Oh no it isn’t – Ed.)

On July 11th the word was ‘gripe’s egg’, a vessel used by alchemists in the form of a vulture’s egg (don’t ask). The individual celebrated on that day is Sir Kenelm Digby (1603-1665), a writer whose father was executed for his part in the Gunpowder Plot. According to the calendar, he was derided by his colleagues for his fascination with ‘the six follies of science’. These are as follows: squaring the circle (finding a square the same area as a circle), perpetual motion, the philosopher’s stone (a sought-after mineral believed to transform other metals into gold), magic, astrology, and the elixir of life.
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The Closet of Sir Kenelm Digby Opened was published posthumously in 1669 and consisted of a collection of recipes that reflected his interest in food and medicine. It contained ‘over fifty mead-making recipes’. One of these required ‘Hyde Park Water’, ‘while another, ambiguously named “An Approved Remedy for Biting of a Mad Dog” was touted by the author as “excellent for man or beast”. 

LOGIC AND INTUITION

T

his puzzle is in the form of a mind-reading trick which you can do with the aid of an assistant.  Both of you should have a reasonably good memory for numbers.

The Puzzle

A magician and his assistant are demonstrating a mind-reading trick with a pack of cards, each of which has a different number on (1,2,3 etc.). The assistant asks a member of the audience to pick out three of the cards and show them to her. The assistant then calls out the numbers on two of the cards and the magician then correctly identifies the number on the third card. No covert communication, such as tone of voice, pauses or coughs, is involved. The question is “What is the maximum number of cards that the pack can consist of?”

See page 8 for the answer.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ONE OF US

T

he Times does it again! Come on down Mr Magnus Linklater! Mr Linklater is a regular columnist in that newspaper and two of his recent pieces would win him a standing ovation from all ASKE members. 

The first of these was published on 26.9.07 and is titled ‘Confessions of a chronically sceptical back sufferer’. 

In this piece, Mr Linklater first takes a pot shot at ‘bone crunchers’ (osteopaths) and then tackles acupuncture. Of interest to him are the recent findings of Professor Michael Haake and his team at the University of Regensburg. 

These suggest that acupuncture is more effective for back pain than conventional treatments but that it doesn’t matter where you stick the needles1. 
___________________________

The world is divided into the sceptical and the credulous, with the balance tilted firmly towards the latter.

___________________________

The latter finding is paralleled by the results of a recent review of herbal medicine2 at Peninsula Medical School, Universities of Exeter & Plymouth. This concluded that there is no evidence that individualised herbal remedies are effective. It’s also worth mentioning here that a recent study of more than 3,000 women3 has found (rather depressingly) that a diet high in fruit and vegetables does not increase survival rate in breast cancer.   

But back to Mr Linklater. In his article he gives us his  remedy for a bad back. ‘Throughout a lifetime of back trouble, during which I have experienced every conceivable remedy …….I have found that doing nothing is the best therapy of all. A few weeks of hobbling, complaining and generally making other people’s life a misery, and the pain recedes’. ‘The world’, he says, ‘is divided into the sceptical and the credulous, with the balance tilted firmly towards the latter.’ And finally he gives us the following observation: ‘It would be nice, perhaps, to jettison the great advances of medical science, and embrace the alternative world, but it’s surprisingly difficult to become an overnight airhead.’

All good stuff and more. Mr Linklater weighs in again on 3.10.07 with a piece entitled, ‘Whether over Nessie or Diana, we’ve got to grow up’. In this we first learn of a story that hit the headlines and caused a moral panic in the early 60s. Girls at a grammar school in the West Country were sporting fluffy yellow golliwogs in their lapels to indicate that they had lost their virginity. ‘Clergymen took to their pulpits, there were thundering editorials’.

It was eventually revealed that the story was concocted by a local reporter but it continued to be recycled in the press and ‘It even became a movie of famous awfulness called The Yellow Teddybears’. 

___________________________

We should learn to distinguish between entertainment and reality, to separate fact from fiction, and to understand that real life is more than just a video game for adolescents.

________________________________
Mr Linklater then reminds us of a host of legends and conspiracy theories that, however bizarre and baseless, never seem to suffer the fate that is due to them – the Loch Ness monster, the Yeti and Bigfoot, the Bermuda Triangle, and conspiracy theories surrounding the deaths of JFK, Marilyn Monroe and, most recently, Princess Diana.  He ends with the following advice:

‘The time has come to wean ourselves off this fatal addiction to mythology. We should learn to distinguish between entertainment and reality, to separate fact from fiction, and to understand that real life is more than just a video game for adolescents. In short, we should learn to grow up’.  

Notes

1German acupuncture trials (GERAC) for chronic low back pain: Randomized, multicenter, blinded, parallel-group trial with 3 groups. Haake, M et al, Arch Intern Med, 2007; 167, 1892-1898. 

<http://archinte.ama-assn.org/cgi/conten

t/abstract/167/17/1892>
2A systematic review of randomised clinical trials of individualised herbal medicine in any indication. Guo, R, Canter, PH & Ernst, E, Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2007, 83, 633-637.

<http://pmj.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/83/984/633>

3Influence of a diet very high in vegetables, fruit, and fiber and low in fat on prognosis following treatment for breast cancer. The women's healthy eating and living (WHEL) randomized trial. Pierce, JP et al, JAMA, 2007, 298, 289-298.

<http://www.second-opinions.co.uk/fruit

-veg-breast-cancer.html>

Note from the Editor: Readers are invited to send extracts from newspapers, magazines, etc. in which the writer gives a readable sceptical critique of a topic of interest to members of ASKE or, conversely, in which the person hasn’t a clue what he or she is talking about.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRIME MINISTERS AND THEIR STAR SIGNS

T

he 27.6.07 issue of the Times carried a full-page table giving various personal details of the prime ministers of Great Britain from Robert Walpole to Gordon Brown – 52 in all.  

Amongst the information presented was the star sign of each office holder, with the exception of two, whose exact dates of birth are given ‘as unknown’ (the Earl of Wilmington and the Duke of Devonshire).  

The star signs with the highest representation are Aries and Libra (11.5%) and that with the lowest is Sagittarius (3.8%).

Prime ministers tend to be drawn from certain social and economic backgrounds and, of course, all but one of them in the table are male. However the simplest null hypothesis is that the distribution of the star signs is the same as that of the rest of the British population and we have to assume that this distribution is entirely random  

What is the probability that the null hypothesis is correct? ASKE member Alan Sousse rose to the challenge and his analysis and conclusion are presented below. Many thanks, Alan.   
	
	Percentage
	Count
	Period Start
	Period End
	Length of Period
	Expected Count
	(O-E)^2/E
	(|O-E|-.5^2/E

	Capricorn
	5.8
	3
	22-Dec
	20-Jan
	30.00
	4.11
	0.30
	0.09

	Aquarius
	7.7
	4
	21-Jan
	19-Feb
	30.00
	4.11
	0.00
	0.04

	Pisces
	9.6
	5
	20-Feb
	20-Mar
	29.25
	4.00
	0.25
	0.06

	Aries
	11.5
	6
	21-Mar
	20-Apr
	31.00
	4.24
	0.73
	0.37

	Taurus
	9.6
	5
	21-Apr
	21-May
	31.00
	4.24
	0.13
	0.02

	Gemini
	9.6
	5
	22-May
	21-Jun
	31.00
	4.24
	0.13
	0.02

	Cancer
	5.8
	3
	22-Jun
	22-Jul
	31.00
	4.24
	0.36
	0.13

	Leo
	5.8
	3
	23-Jul
	23-Aug
	32.00
	4.38
	0.44
	0.18

	Virgo
	7.7
	4
	24-Aug
	23-Sept
	31.00
	4.24
	0.01
	0.02

	Libra
	11.5
	6
	24-Sep
	23-Oct
	30.00
	4.11
	0.87
	0.47

	Scorpio
	7.7
	4
	24-Oct
	22-Nov
	30.00
	4.11
	0.00
	0.04

	Sagittarius
	3.8
	2
	23-Nov
	21-Dec
	29.00
	3.97
	0.98
	0.54

	Unknown
	3.9
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	100
	52
	
	
	365.25
	50
	   4.21*
	    1.97**


Under assumption of randomness, we can calculate the Pearson chi-squared statistic.


Where:
i = 1, 2, …, 12
Oi = observed number of PMs with star sign i
Ei = expected number of PMs with star sign i

The chi-squared statistic is shown in the bottom row, penultimate column (marked *)

Because expected counts are small, it *may* (contentious point) be better to use Yates’ Continuity Correction, which suggests the use of a slightly different formula:

This statistic is shown in the bottom row, end column (marked **).
Under the assumption that the observations are random, this calculated test statistic should approximately follow a chi-squared distribution with 11 degrees of freedom.
If we use a 5% significance level, we would need the calculated chi-squared figure to be 19.68 or higher.  In other words, a chi-squared figure of 19.68 or greater has only a 5% chance of occurring at random.

Conclusion 

Whether or not Yates’ correction is used, the tests show no significant evidence of non-randomness.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE DEATH OF COMMON SENSE
Author unknown

A

SKE member John Birchall has passed this on to me.  It might not appeal to all sceptics but I think that there’s a lot in it and that most of you will appreciate it.
Take a minute and read this!
My parents introduced me to Mr Common Sense early in my life and told me I would do well to call on him when making decisions. It seems he was always around in my early years but less and less as time passed by until today I read his obituary. Please join me in a moment of silence in remembrance. For Common Sense had served us all so well for so many generations. 

Obituary
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm, life isn’t always fair, and maybe it was my fault.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend more than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not children are in charge).

_________________________________________

He is survived by three stepbrothers: I Know my Rights, Someone Else is to Blame, and I am a Victim.

_________________________________________
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition. 
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job they themselves failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to administer Aspirin, sun lotion or a sticky plaster to a student but could not inform the parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.

Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their victims. Common Sense took a beating when you couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and the burglar can sue you for assault.

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a woman failed to realise that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by three stepbrothers: I Know my Rights, Someone Else is to Blame, and I’m a Victim.

Not many attended his funeral because so few realised he was gone. If you still remember him pass this on. If not, join the majority and do nothing. 

OF INTEREST

‘Philosophy and Ethics’ courses in Western Australia

ASKE member Kylie Sturgess from Australia has emailed ASKE with the following news. 

In 2008, the Curriculum Council of Western Australia will be implementing a new course entitled ‘Philosophy and Ethics’. Courses established in the UK (A Level Philosophy, GCE Critical Thinking and the Theory of Knowledge component in the International Baclaureate for example) may be familiar to ASKE members and certainly of interest as a forum for communicating critical thinking and logic in the secondary years of schooling. This particular course in Australia uses material from the ‘community of inquiry’ Philosophy for Children (P4C) approach, initiated at the Institute for Advancement University of Montclair state. P4C is currently being evaluated in Scottish schools by Steve Trickey and Keith Topping at the University of Dundee, which has found very promising results. 

Of particular interest to ASKE members is how such units can contribute towards raising ideas involving the Philosophy of Science and the practical investigation of claims of the paranormal and pseudoscience using logic. Kylie Sturgess, the runner-up in the Australian Skeptics Prize for Critical Thinking in 2006, was a contributing course writer and promoted the use of texts such as those by Michael Shermer, Carl Sagan and James Randi to be included in the course. Her previous work included studying claims in lower school English classes for the West Australian Skeptics Awards and was presented at the 2007 ‘Amaz!ng Meeting’ in Las Vegas. 

As with any new subject, there will be a need for further resources and feedback. The website for submissions, suggestions and support is via the website of APIS - the Association for Philosophy in Schools (WA) at:

<http://www.philosophywa.com/>

and the proposed course outline for Philosophy and Ethics is available at:

<http://newwace.curriculum.wa.edu.au>
Programme of seminars at the Anomalistic Psychology Research Unit, Goldsmith’s College London

Seminars are held on Tuesdays at 4:10 pm in Room 309, Richard Hoggart Building, Goldsmiths, University of London, New Cross, London SE14 6NW. All talks are open to staff, students and members of the public. Attendance is free and there is no need to book in advance. For further information, visit

<http://www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/apru/speakers.php>

or contact Sally Marlow, email: <ps604sm@gold.ac.uk>.

Autumn Term

16 Oct: Dr Brian Hughes
School of Psychology, National University of Ireland, Galway

Making sense of miracle cures: How psychology makes alternative medicine ‘work’
23 Oct: Professor Richard Wiseman
Psychology Department, University of Hertfordshire
Parapsychology: Predicting the future
13 Nov: Dr Michael Heap
Clinical and Forensic Psychologist, and Chairman of the Association for Skeptical Enquiry (ASKE)
The need to be authentic and its influence on behaviour, attitudes and beliefs

27 Nov: Dr Peter Fenwick
Honorary Senior Lecturer, Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College
Deathbed visions, coincidences, and intriguing tales of grandfather’s clock

4 Dec: Mr Gordon Smith
Psychic and writer
The View from the other side 

Spring Term
22 Jan: Dr Mark Blagrove

Department of Psychology, University of Swansea

Personality and Lucid Dreaming

29 Jan: Dr Christine Mohr
Department of Experimental Psych-ology, University of Bristol
Magical beliefs and the two cerebral hemispheres
19 Feb: Professor Matthew Smith
Deanery of Sciences and Social Sciences, Liverpool Hope University
Chance, Luck and Destiny: A Psychological Perspective
11 Mar: Dr Ciarán O’Keeffe
Research Associate, Université de Paris 8, Laboratoire de Psychologie Sociale

The truth about mediums
18 Mar: Dr Dorothy Rowe
Clinical Psychologist and Writer
Why is that important to you?

Skeptics in the Pub

ASKE has received the following email from ‘The Skeptics in the Pub Kabal’ <pub@skeptic.org.uk>, amended by the Newsletter Editor to bring it up to date.

This month will ring in a few changes. For one, we will be in our new improved venue, the cellar bar at The Penderel’s Oak in High Holborn. Two, there will be no buffet this time (do I hear tears or cheers?).

They’ve pulled out all the stops for us and are promising a full menu until late in the evening, a seat for everyone who attends and most importantly a selection of tasty beverages, all reasonably priced.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Greg and his team at The Old King’s Head for supporting us for the last five years and bending over backwards to provide everything we needed in that time, including a buffet, lending us power leads and a video player when we needed them, on a few occasions, at short notice to avoid disaster. I hope we may be back there for a few Skeptic in the Pub specials sometime in the future and if anyone needs a function room for a party, or even a pub to meet up in London we couldn’t recommend them highly enough.

We have a complete list of speakers for the rest of the year, and a little beyond. 

16 Oct: Emma-Louise Rhodes
The Relevance of spiritualism in society today

20 Nov: Prof. Richard Wiseman

Topic to be announced

11 Dec: Dr. Mark Vernon (note date change)

How to be an agnostic and why it matters

15th Jan: Nick Pope

The British X-Files

We’re currently getting ready to put our spring/summer speakers schedule together, so if you have any ideas on who you would like to speak at SitP, please drop us a line and we’ll see what we can do.

Also, please feel free to forward this message to anyone you feel would be interested in coming along, or just turning up for a drink and banter with our friendly and intelligent crowd. They can subscribe to these mailings by either going to the Skeptics in the Pub website:

<http://www.skeptic.org.uk/pub/>

or emailing pub@skeptic.org.uk with “Subscribe” in the subject header.

Incidentally, to access the SitP Forum, where regulars exchange views and ideas about the talks (and scepticism generally) go to:

<http://skeptic.org.uk/forums/viewtopic.php?p=1979#1979>. 

'We are Witnessing the Dawn of 

an Unknown Science' 

(From Victoria Eames via Chris French)

You may be interested in this forthcoming photography exhibition being held at the Permanent Gallery in Brighton. It features three contemporary photographers exploring the paranormal and occult through the medium of photography. The exhibition also features material contributed by Richard Wiseman. See the link below for further details:

<http://www.permanentgallery.com/?p=93> 

Oxygen Power Reviving Day Care

ASKE member Carolyn Bedwell writes in with the following query:

I've been puzzled by (the following) ever since the ads appeared on TV a while back:

<http://products2.nivea.com/products.php?page_id=2505&lan=com>

Oxygen Power Reviving Day Care

Extra Oxygen supply & all day hydration.

For a healthy, lively complexion

How does NIVEA VISAGE Oxygen Power Day Care work?

*The infusion of 15% extra oxygen initiates an increased cell renewal, speeding up the creation of new, healthy skin cells. Your skin is revived from deep within and more resistant to combat daily stress factors.

*Intensive moisturizing ingredients care for all day hydration.

*The formula with SPF 8 and a powerful Anti-Oxidant protects from sunlight induced premature ageing.

The result:

*Your skin is supplied with extra oxygen.

*Your complexion looks healthy and visibly revived.

*Hydrated in depth, your skin feels soft and supple.

I haven't found any description of what it is supposed to do compared to what it actually does. One comment pointed out that as well as claiming to be 15% oxygen, it also contains an anti-oxidant. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Shortly to be reviewed in the Skeptical Intelligencer:
Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, Superstition, and Other Confusions of Our Time

Michael Shermer

(Foreword by Stephen Jay Gould.) 

London: Souvenir Press. Publication date 10 Sep 2007, £12.99 (paperback)
“From the premier spokesman of our time for science and reason”

( Call for Contributions

If you have attended a conference or presentation, watched a programme, or read an article or book that would be of interest to readers, why not write a review of this, however brief, for the Sceptical Adversaria or the Skeptical Intelligencer?  Or would you like to take over one of the regular features in the Adversaria?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LOGIC AND INTUITION: ANSWERS
T

he answer to this issue’s puzzle is provided by ASKE member Alan Sausse and his colleagues.  I emailed the puzzle to Alan because, although I remembered what the correct answer was, I was unsure of the protocol for solving it.  I am very grateful for Alan’s assistance.  If you have any comments on the solution please let me know.
We think the answer to this question is eight.

At first glance this seems like a rather trivial problem. It’s hard to understand how the magician could be certain of the number on the third card unless there are exactly three cards in the pack - not a very interesting solution!

However, this ignores the fact that the assistant has some choice in her selection and that this choice can be used to share information. Given the 3 cards picked out, which 2 should she name to the magician, and in which order - and, crucially, what information does she convey to the magician in making this choice?
A simple example: assume there are 4 cards in the pack, 3 of which are selected by the audience member. The assistant needs to name 2 of the 3 so the magician knows that there are only 2 possibilities for the 3rd card. If the magician and his assistant had previously agreed to use the rule: ‘Give me the numbers on any 2 of the cards. Suppose the number on the 3rd card is smaller than the number left behind, tell me the numbers on the other two cards smallest first. If the number on the 3rd card is larger than the number left behind, tell me the numbers on the other two cards largest first’.

Supposing then that the audience member chooses cards 2, 3 and 4. The assistant has several choices here, but one valid choice would be to say ‘3 and 2’. The magician knows that the remaining card is either 1 or 4; and applies the rule above to deduce that it is in fact 4.

Obviously, as the number of cards in the pack increases, the number of possibilities for the third (unnamed) card also increases, necessitating more complex rules which would need to be agreed between magician and assistant.

We believe we have proved that the maximum number of cards in the pack for which such rules could be constructed is 8. Firstly, we demonstrate that it cannot be more than 8. Secondly, we show a possible solution for the 8-card situation.

Let n be the number of cards in the pack.

Firstly, we wish to prove that n cannot be larger than 8.

In plain English, the number of ways of selecting 3 cards from the pack (the order of the selection is unimportant) must be no larger than the number of ways of naming 2 cards from the pack (here, the order of naming is important) otherwise there are too many possibilities for the assistant to be able to identify each one uniquely to the magician.

Expressed mathematically, this means -
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Secondly, we wish to demonstrate a possible solution for a pack of 8 cards. This is shown in the table on the next page.

For an 8-card pack, there are 56 3-card selections that the audience member could make, and there are also 56 ordered pairs that the magician’s assistant could name, making it possible therefore to construct a one-to-one mapping. If the magician is able to memorise the rules in this table, he will be able to correctly predict the number on the third card every time.

However, this solution only works because it is possible to order the 56 pairs in such a way that each pair is always a subset of the corresponding 3-card selection carried out by the audience member. If that were not possible - if, for example, it proved necessary for the assistant to say a number which is not one of the three selected by the audience member - then obviously the trick fails and is immediately revealed as a ‘secret code’ (which is of course exactly what it is!).

It wasn’t obvious (to us!) that this could be avoided until we had worked through all of the 56 combinations manually (see next page). Perhaps a more elegant explanation exists, but this certainly suffices.

So because we know that a solution exists for n=8 and that no solution exists for any n>8, our proof is complete.

	Cards Chosen
	Assistant Says

	123
	12

	124
	21

	125
	15

	126
	16

	127
	17

	128
	18

	134
	13

	135
	31

	136
	63

	137
	71

	138
	81

	145
	51

	146
	14

	147
	41

	148
	48

	156
	56

	157
	57

	158
	58

	167
	67

	168
	61

	178
	78

	234
	23

	235
	32

	236
	26

	237
	27

	238
	28

	245
	24

	246
	42

	247
	72

	248
	82

	256
	62

	257
	25

	258
	52

	267
	76

	268
	86

	278
	87

	345
	34

	346
	43

	347
	37

	348
	84

	356
	35

	357
	73

	358
	53

	367
	36

	368
	38

	378
	83

	456
	45

	457
	74

	458
	54

	467
	46

	468
	64

	478
	47

	567
	65

	568
	85

	578
	75

	678
	68


Alan tells me that a colleague of his knows ‘a more elegant solution’. Anyone able to provide this?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

	About ASKE

ASKE is a society for people from all walks of life who wish to promote rational thinking and enquiry, particularly concerning unusual phenomena, and who are opposed to the proliferation and misuse of irrational and unscientific ideas and practices. This is our quarterly newsletter and we have an annual magazine, the Skeptical Intelligencer. 

To find out more, visit our website (address below).
If you share our ideas and concerns why not join ASKE for just £10 a year? You can subscribe on our website, write to us at the address below, or email m.heap@sheffield.ac.uk




ASKE, P.O. Box 5994, Ripley, DE5 3XL, UK

email: aske1@talktalk.net

;

website: <http://www.aske-skeptics.org.uk>.
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