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Tony Youens

There are a number of psychic challenges around the globe the most famous of which is that begun by James Randi which has now developed into the $1 million dollar challenge. The Australian Skeptics also have a challenge which offers a $100,000 reward. The one thing all these challenges have in common is that despite many attempts no one has yet walked off with the money. 
P

sychics in the U.K. have simply ignored these challenges, possibly because of their geographical remoteness, but by completing our challenge they will have enough money to fly off and reap a global jackpot. The way the ASKE challenge will work is that any member who wants to can make a pledge of £500 which will be added to the total prize money. At the time of writing this stands at £3,000. (Those currently pledging money are Dave Rodgers, Peter Lucey, Mike Heap, Dave Unsworth, Harriett Moore and myself.)
 Any member can join us and will be identified in the ASKE challenge ‘Hall of Fame’ on the web page, but if you prefer your identity to remain secret, at least as far as the website is concerned then we’ll just write ‘Anonymous’. 


We intend to concentrate on a different claim for a limited period of three months, after which we will move onto something else. The first challenge is open to anyone who can move objects by mind power alone (psychokinesis or ‘PK’). This includes well known examples such as bending metal! Deciding on each new challenge will be partly based on the suggestions of those pledging the money and partly on what would allow a practical test.


If someone manages to pass our test they will, via the prize money, be able to fund a trip to the USA to attempt the challenge issued by the James Randi Educational Foundation. We will happily give our assistance in setting up the test by dealing personally with both the claimant and the JREF. Should the psychic not want to deal with the JREF then we will offer them the chance of taking the $100,000 challenge of the Australian Skeptics. A fair challenge is it not? In addition James Randi has agreed that should a psychic successfully pass the ASKE challenge they will automatically be regarded as having passed the preliminary stage of the JREF challenge. It means that psychics in the United Kingdom have even less excuse for not going after the $1 million dollars.


Doug Bramwell is sending out press releases to the media including magazines, newspapers, TV and radio. Of course the challenge will probably be ignored by psychics who will dismiss it in their normal lofty tones by branding it as ‘unfair’ but as the test will not be designed without their full consultation I regard such statements as entirely without foundation.


The challenge serves as a way of publicizing the association and enabling members to do something positive. Next time you hear someone claiming psychic powers, whether it is in person or via the media, you can mention our challenge and see if they are ready to take part. If not why not? The full text of the press release can be found on page 7.

Full details of the challenge along with a pledge form you can download can be found at

 www.aske.org.uk/challenge
ASKE Update

There have been a number of changes in ASKE lately and this has been necessary to allow us a certain amount of flexibility in running the association. Having a committee was, for around 100 members, too cumbersome not to say unnecessary and we have returned to a more informal set up – at least for now. 


Sometime ago Wayne Spencer resigned as editor of the Skeptical Intelligencer and finding someone to take this over was no easy task. However as of now Dr. Michael Heap is going to produce the Intelligencer on an annual basis whilst I will beaver away at the tabloid end of the market by editing the Adversaria. Meanwhile Anne Corden will gallantly continue as Secretary. It is these revisions that have allowed us to reduce the current membership fee to £10. As always ASKE will continue as a democracy and anyone who wants to play a part is always welcome.


As part of this reorganization we have redesigned the ASKE website which now has it’s own personalized URL. For those of you online, if you haven’t visited the site already, you can find us at; www.aske.org.uk. Any ideas, comments or contributions would be very much appreciated. If you have your own web page and want us to put in a link then let me know. aske@uk2.net. 


The website is also inviting people to register any complaints about psychics via our Watch-dog page. It will be interesting to see if there is any response over the next few months.


We have introduced a new format for the email discussion group by switching to YahooGroups™. This means that we will all know who is on the list and if you send out a message you will at least know who will have received it. This is obviously useful for sending out updates, etc. to members; believe it or not but when I sent out a message on the old system I was never sure who did and who didn’t receive it. This new method also means that if you want to receive your emails in digest form you can do – not that it’s been necessary lately.

Visit to the U.S. and The James Randi Educational 

Foundation.

Earlier this year the I went to Orlando, Florida and although Fort Lauderdale is not exactly close by I felt this was probably the closest I’d ever get to it, so I treated myself to a trip to the James Randi Educational Foundation. It turned out to be a four hour drive away but it was certainly worth it and it was a real treat to finally meet the great man himself. He and his staff made me very welcome and I’m in the (slow) process of typing up the full interview. You can read about (I’m not sure when) in The Skeptic.

Whilst in the U.S. I found myself fascinated by the various  Christian channels on American TV. It was both an amusing and an alarming experience. Theologically speaking all the speakers seemed to promote a very simplistic view of the Bible. One channel was constantly pushing various religious goodies, including audio tapes on how to communicate with my children - lucky for them I wasn’t tempted. Another had healers such as the legendary Benny Hinn, who seemed to speak to God pretty much on a one-to-one basis, curing cancers almost as a matter of course. I also learned ten reasons why evolution is wrong (which I’ve since forgotten). But the most amusing thing has to be a statement made at the end of a programme on life after death. The ‘investigator’ who was obviously certain of his own immortality said, “If I die and discover that I no longer exist, then all I can say is that I’ll be very much surprised.” I kid you not.


The inbox of my email seems to attract an ever increasing volume of junk mail. Offers of low mortgages and opportunities to get in early on major business deals and, as you might expect, the chance to have my tarot cards read via cyberspace. All the better then when something useful comes along and one good source of information is Barry Karr’s ‘Articles of Note’ sent from the hallowed halls of CSICOP. 

Heil Darwin!

One such article was in LA Weekly (May 18 – 24) called ‘Twisting Darwin’. It says that the state of Louisiana have decided that Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was racist. State Representative Sharon Broome is quoted as saying, amongst other things, that Darwin, “teaches that some humans have evolved further than others.”  With an almost tiresome predictability she manages to make reference to ‘Nazism’ which she no doubt feels hammers home the point. 


This is all tied in with the ever more tedious debate about Creationism. Well just by way of joining in….  Firstly God specifically selected Israel to be his chosen people. Well excuse me but isn’t that a tad racist? And just so I too can mention the Nazis. It was at Nicea in 324 BCE that King Constantine and five hundred plus bishops gathered together to sort out the confusing idea of the Trinity (and personally I don’t think they succeeded). It was eventually decreed by Constantine that Jesus was actually God; a decision that was to have an effect way beyond the life of Constantine himself. Here’s an extract from ‘All in the Mind: A Farewell to God’ by Ludovic Kennedy which explains the consequences,

“… it meant that the Jews had killed God, a belief which became the genesis of the anti-Semitic sanctions and pogroms that were to disfigure European history during the next 1,500 years and find their hideous culmination in the Holocaust.” 1
There is someone there after all.


The Times (electronic version) reported on March 22, 2001 that two leading scientists claim their research shows that mediums really are in touch with the spirit world. Dr Gary Swartz from the University of Arizona tested five ‘superstar mediums’. Swartz, whose apparent understanding of cold reading techniques could be neatly summarized on one side of a homeopath’s sugar pill, has no doubt managed to enhance the careers of five cold readers for many years to come. Sadly it won’t be the first time that scientists have obligingly helped enhance a psychic’s CV and sadder still it probably won’t be the last.

Uri Geller to sue – again!


Staying with The Times for a moment; just a week later on March 29th reporter Martin Waller informs us that Uri Geller, the famous spoon-bender, is suing BAE Systems Avionics over comments a member of staff made on the company’s email network. BAE’s legal people are not discussing it. Coincidentally I recently saw a programme shown on Korean TV in which Mr. Geller was shown saying, “But don’t lie about me, don’t libel me, don’t defame me, because then I will sue you. So I warn the sceptics, be careful what you say ‘cause you’ll end up in court.” 

The DNA of Turin


On April 15, 2001 thestar.com ran piece on the Shroud of Turin. Evidently a shroud researcher (should we call them ‘shroudies’?) Dr. Allan Wanger wants DNA testing of the blood stains on the cloth. I can’t help but wonder what the DNA of fourteenth century paint would look like? Still the article’s author, Jay Ingram, suggests that the biggest mystery is the apparent need of some Christians to have the shroud confirm their faith.

Monkey Man in New Delhi.


The best story, though containing genuinely tragic elements, is that of the ‘Monkey Man’ of New Delhi. Hysteria gripped the Indian capital in mid May when an ape-like beast attacked some of its residents. Bites examined by doctors were said to have come from an animal but local police blamed ‘uneducated and superstitious poor people’. Their fear was genuine enough though: one man was reported to have been beaten up for having the misfortune of fitting the description of the beast, which is surely a depressing reason for being attacked. “Well officer as you can see I strongly resemble a creature that is half man, half monkey….”

One woman died after falling down the stairs following the shouts of her neighbours, “The monkey has come!” An industrial worker also died in similar circumstances when in terror he leapt from a building. As the story progressed police claimed to have received 65 reports of an attacker with a monkey’s face and a human body. Descriptions of the monkey man seemed to vary, it had a metallic claw, it was like a cat with tawny glowing eyes and one person said it had “flaming red eyes and green light glowing on its chest.” Yet more reports mentioned that it wore a helmet, brass gloves and shoes made of iron. Sanal Edamaruku of the Indian Rationalist Association said it was the product of mass delusion, a conclusion that was eventually arrived at by the police.


If you’re interested ‘Rationalist International’ did a very full report in their Bulletin #72. You can find them at:

 http://www.rationalistinternational.net.

Psychic Management


The Wall Street Journal in the guise of wsj.com says that Loews Coronado Bat Resort in San Diego hired a psychic to assist its 18 member management team. Kathleen Cochran their General Manager said she wanted a way of “moving the managers to the next step.” The psychic in question is Iris Carlton who is commonly known as “Dr. Iris” (sounds like an optician?) although I imagine the title did not come by way of a Ph.D. She describes herself as an ‘intuit’ and yes someone has already cracked the Eskimo joke.

BBC News web site
17th April

Dr. Richard Wiseman has supposedly been checking Edinburgh Castle for ghosts. My own interpretation, which I hope fairly represents Dr. Wiseman’s view, is that certain areas of the castle that have traditionally been considered haunted, matched up with the experiences of volunteers who recorded their feelings as they went round the castle (51% of people reported experiences in ‘haunted’ areas compared to 35% in other ‘unhaunted areas’).

This seems fair enough and it would indeed be interesting to discover what conditions cause people to make ghostly interpretations. My only concern is that whenever Richard Wiseman does this type of thing the media lose the real benefit of the experiment and instead give the impression that all the equipment is used to actually prove the existence of ghosts. The BBC report seemed to do this, perhaps inadvertently, by mentioning the use of ‘high-tech’ equipment as if the intention was to produce physical evidence of a non-physical spectre. 

To be fair the article did point out that Dr. Wiseman remained sceptical about the existence of ghosts but they also quoted him (to be honest I have deep suspicion of ‘quotes’) as saying, “I’m closer to being a lot more curious, and the fact that the photographic anomalies happened in allegedly haunted places makes me think that there’s something going on.”  which I believe gives entirely the wrong impression. I assumed that this was a psychological experiment but readers of the article might conclude otherwise.

1 All in the Mind: A Farewell to God by Ludovic Kennedy, Hodder & Stoughton, 1999. p99.




It appears that Lake Coniston may have at long last yielded up the remains of Donald Campbell, 35 years after he died in his attempt to take Bluebird to a water speed record.  It was no secret that he was a very superstitious man and sought assistance from clairvoyants.  The night prior to his record-breaking attempt he was dealing a deck of cards and ominously turned over the Ace and Queen of Spades.  He was reported to be concerned about this, but was not deterred from going ahead the next day.  Did he believe in the evidence of the cards?  Had he on the same night examined the engine of Bluebird and found evidence of an irreparable defect in the fuel system, would he not have postponed his appointment on Lake Coniston the next day?  

I still recall an interview he gave at the time, when he was asked about his superstitions.  I don’t remember his exact words, but he said something like, ‘This sort of thing is all right but when the chips are down you don’t rely on it’.  In other words you can believe it up to a point, but you don’t take it too seriously.  It seems that there is a quality of flexibility with some kinds of beliefs; sometimes or in some ways you act as if they are true, and at other times you don’t.  

Believing and not believing

What does it mean to believe in something or not to believe in it?  When we talk about beliefs we often have in mind those that are revealed by verbal declaration rather than by action.  Hence when we ask someone, ‘Do you believe in X?’, they may answer ‘Yes’, but this is often the only difference of significance between the believer and non-believer.  So, a person’s declared belief in the existence of, say, heaven and hell, may begin and end with just that, there being little overt evidence of this belief in his or her everyday behaviour; likewise a declared belief in the existence of ghosts, fairies, extraterrestrial visitors, past lives, extrasensory perception, astrology, and so on.  

Now, we often read articles in the sceptical literature bemoaning the outcomes of surveys that reveal that a significant proportion of the population believes in X (substitute any or all of the above paranormal phenomena).  No doubt these surveys have been undertaken by asking the question ‘Do you believe in X?’  Should we really be worrying about the results of these surveys?  My answer is ‘No.  For heaven’s sake stop worrying!’

I suggest that many people who declare a belief in the aforesaid phenomena are doing something very logical and sensible.  That is, since they have no pressing need to declare in favour or against, it makes sense (and perhaps it is adaptive) to opt for the former.  After all, even if the evidence for the belief may be weak at the time, maybe one day it will be stronger.

It may be said that this is the meaning of the expression ‘to have an open mind’.  One of the great advantages of an open mind is that it is also a flexible mind.  One can act as though one believes in X or not according to expediency.  For example, if my horoscope tells me that today I shall be on great form, and I just happen to be sitting an examination – yes, I believe in astrology.  If it says contrariwise – well it’s just a load of nonsense!  Suppose I declare that I believe in ghosts.  I feel a thrill as I visit a reputedly haunted house with some friends.  Yet, alone in the house at night, on thinking I have just seen a white figure out of the corner of my eye, I reassure myself that there is no such thing as a ghost.

Do sceptics have closed minds then?  No.  Sceptics are less open-minded than those who adopt the above approach.  The sceptic declares that he or she does not believe.  However, commonly a more complete expression of the sceptical position is ‘X may be true, but I base my present belief on existing knowledge.  So far, the evidence for X does not compel me to alter my position and accept X’.

A completely closed mind may describe an attitude that never allows the person to say ‘X may be correct’.  Admittedly this may be appropriate when the evidence is so overwhelmingly against X, (e.g. that the earth is flat) that to accept X would seriously question the reality of one’s own everyday experiences.  

Big cats in Britain

Recently I obtained a book documenting sightings in this country of large puma-, panther- and lynx-like animals (Cat Country: The Quest for the British Big Cat by Di Francis; David & Charles Publishers, North Pomfret, Vermont, 1983).  Ms. Francis is described on the cover as ‘a naturalist, writer and artist’.  Her book presents the evidence for the presence of large cats throughout Scotland, England and Wales – eye-witness (and occasionally ear-witness) accounts, photographs, droppings, casts of paw prints, the carcasses of supposed prey, and so on. 

Ms. Francis believes that all this evidence indicates to the existence of one or more indigenous species of lynx- or puma-like cat in Britain.  She does not simply declare her belief; it is clear that she has consistently acted according to her belief – interviewed witnesses, examined photographs, participated in vigils, presented a claim to have sighted a large cat, and, with her friends, has set a humane trap for one.  Interestingly, the book ends at that point.  With such confidence should she not have delayed final publication until the beast had been caught?  Sadly, we would still be waiting to read the book 18 years later.

It seems that Ms. Francis may have put herself into a position where she is now so committed to the belief she is unable to say to the non-believer, ‘You may be right; the evidence may be accounted for without hypothesising the presence of large felines’.  Indeed, non-believers are given short shrift (i.e. they are insulted), providing further support that she is closed-minded on the matter.

The stance of a sceptic would be ‘There may be such creatures but the evidence does not compel me to believe that there are.  I have grown up in a world where, were such creatures to exist, they would be documented in authoritative natural history books and on television programmes presented by experts; the public would be constantly warned about their presence in certain areas; and specimens, dead or alive would have been caught and would be available for public scrutiny in zoos and natural history museums.  That none of this is the case dissuades me from believing that these animals exist.

A non-sceptical, open-minded position would be consistent with declaring a belief in indigenous large cats in the absence of direct personal experience of any evidence.  Why declare one’s disbelief when one has no reason to make one’s mind up one way or the other?

But an open mind is a flexible mind.  Consider the following.  Ms. Francis reports that after several sightings of a puma-like animal at Tedburn St Mary in Devon, ‘people made it their Sunday outing to try to spot the so-called puma.  The woods were filled with family groups with young children racing through the bushes….Children scoured the area on horseback’.  

Consistent with her beliefs, Ms. Francis condemns such reckless behaviour.  Yet here we have a paradox: if those people really did believe that a wild and dangerous animal or animals were on the prowl in this small locality, would they freely wander around the area and allow their children to do likewise?  On the other hand, if they did not believe this, why would they bother to go on a sightseeing expedition, with all the attendant excitement?  It seems that one difference here between the sceptic and the open-minded (flexible-minded) non-sceptic, is that the former would not consider it worthwhile to do any sightseeing; the latter would, yet in significant respects would behave as if he or she does not believe.  That is, when the chips are down, he or she does not seem to take it seriously.


The Anomalistic Psychology Research Unit

Dr Chris French

Last year, I was given the go-ahead to establish the Anomalistic Psychology Research Unit within the Department of Psychology here at Goldsmiths College. I would like to use this opportunity to give a brief outline of what the Unit is, what it does, and what it plans to do in the future. I suspect that readers would firstly like an answer to the question, “What exactly is anomalistic psychology?” 

Anomalistic psychology may be defined as the study of extraordinary phenomena of behaviour and experience, including (but not restricted to) those which are often labelled “paranormal”. It is directed towards understanding bizarre experiences that many people have without assuming a priori that there is anything paranormal involved. It entails attempting to explain paranormal and related beliefs and ostensibly paranormal experiences in terms of known (or knowable) psychological and physical factors. While psychology, neurology, and other scientific disciplines are rich with explanatory models for human experiences of many kinds, these models are rarely extrapolated to attempt to explain strange and unusual experiences. 

The APRU has the following general aims:

· To provide a focus for research activity in the area of anomalistic psychology

· To facilitate further expansion in this area

· To engage in collaborative research both nationally and internationally

· To provide support for student research at postgraduate and undergraduate levels

· To provide a base for suitably qualified visiting research fellows

· To provide a base for suitably qualified placement students

· To raise the academic profile of anomalistic psychology

· To disseminate findings and improve communication within the area by means of

· Organisation of conferences, symposia and scientific meetings

· Public education via the media

· The Psychology of the Paranormal E-mail Network

The Unit currently consists of myself, my Research Assistant (Kate Holden), my postgraduates (Susan Crawley, Karen Hatton, Louie Savva), and other members of staff at Goldsmiths engaged in collaborative research in this area (Nick Rose, Patrick Leman). Examples of projects currently underway within the Unit include the psychology of psychic readings, the relationship between fantasy-proneness and reports of paranormal phenomena, developmental aspects of paranormal belief, presentiment effects, and sleep paralysis. Members of the Unit have also been active in organising conferences and symposia in this area. For example, symposia devoted to anomalistic psychology featured at both the British Psychological Society Centenary Conference in Glasgow in March and the European Congress of Psychology Conference in London in July. For further details of the Unit’s activities (including details of publications and forthcoming events of interest), check out our web-site at http://www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/apru/


ASKE Challenge Press Release

ASKE CHALLENGES THE PSYCHICS

£3000 cash prize and a chance to win $1,000,000 USA

Starting on 1 August 2001, the Association for Skeptical Enquiry (ASKE) is launching a quarterly challenge, with a cash prize of £3000, to anyone in the UK who can demonstrate, under controlled conditions, a given psychic ability. In addition, success at an ASKE test will count as the preliminary qulification for the James Randi $1,000,000 USA challenge.

The first ASKE UK challenge, which will be open from 1 August to 31 October 2001, will be to those who claim to be able to move or bend objects using only the power of the mind. This is known as Psychokinesis (PK), and examples would be metal bending, moving compass needles, or influencing tha fall of dice, without the application of physical contact or force.

Although the ASKE test conditions will be strict, because psychic powers can be faked by conjuring, the tests will be designed in co-operation with the challenger, and will not go ahead without his or her full agreement to the test procedure. In this way, no complaints of unfairness during the tests should be possible from either ASKE or the challenger.

In the USA the James Randi Educational Foundation (JREF) challenge for a successful psychic demonstration carries a prize of $1,000,000 USA. James Randi, who is a world famous magician, has agreed, “Should any person pass the test(s) devised and conducted by ASKE, I will consider that action to constitute the successful accomplishment of the preliminary requirement for the JREF challenge”.

Copies of the rules for the ASKE UK challenges can be obtained from: Association for Skeptical Enquiry, PO Box 5994, RIPLEY, DE5 3XL, or from our website at: www.aske.org.uk/. 

The aims and principles of ASKE, together with membership details, can also be obtained from the above sources.
Book Review


Snake Oil and other preoccupations by John Diamond

Vintage. ISBN 0-099-42833-4

John Diamond was working on this book right up until the day he died. His last words (in chapter 6) were, “Let me explain why” and, as his brother-in-law Dominic Lawson says in his introduction, “For once he never did”. 

The intent of this book was obviously to launch a devastating attack on the alternative/complementary medicine industry and in reading it I found myself deeply regretting that it was never finished. What there is of it is a wonderfully written explanation of why people should be sceptical of such claims. I say wonderfully written because this is a book for the non-scientific layperson. It has the undoubted advantage of not being a ‘skeptical’ book and therefore stands a chance of reaching a much wider readership. Next time I get into a family argument by daring to express doubt about such ‘proven’ remedies (and I can assure you there will be a next time) as homeopathy and aromatherapy I will insist that this book be read first and the criticisms it raises answered.

A problem that we sceptics have all probably experienced is that many people simply don’t understand the reasons to be sceptical in the first place; but if they read this then even it they cling to their treasured beliefs they will at least have a chance of understanding the argument. In fact I can think of a few people who may get this as a birthday or Christmas present. After the unfinished chapter 6 the rest of the book is made up of articles from John Diamond’s column which may also tempt those not normally interested in a critique of alternative medicine.

The writing doesn’t pull any punches. One example may suffice to send a warm glow through your circulatory system. In chapter 1 Diamond assigns the failure of alternative therapies to effect a cure into various groups, the first of which is ‘The outright sham’. He allocates psychic surgeons to this unflattering category and of them he writes,

“Given that the psychic surgeon must know he’s palmed a small bag of ox blood and that he’s spent years perfecting ways of conning people into believing that the handful of beef cartilage he produces with a flourish at the end of the ‘operation’ comes from the patient’s innards, it’s impossible to credit him with anything but the most cynical motives.”

I never had the good fortune to meet John Diamond but I truly find myself warming to him. Not just because of the book but for the same reason that Richard Dawkins points out in the forward. John Diamond, despite his undoubtedly strong desire to live, maintained his intellectual integrity and stuck firmly to his principles and despite enduring what must have been a terrible illness he did not succumb to the siren song of the quacks and their so called ‘remedies’.

My verdict as you might have guessed is ‘buy this book’. Buy it for yourself, your friends, your family and especially for those who think that coffee is good for you providing it’s taken anally.

Tony Youens

P.S. If you are interested in all things alt. med. then have a look at Harriett Moore’s new website ‘Pink Unicorns’ at:

 http://www.pink-unicorns.co.uk/
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ASKE launches it’s own psychic challenge





The Newsletter of the Association for Skeptical Enquiry








Missing TV programme





Well maybe this isn’t entirely to do with scepticism but was I the only one annoyed that John Lenahan’s ‘Hoaxbusters’ was cancelled for the second time? Just like deja vu. I settled down to watch this programme which was to show how easily people could be conned and just like about a year earlier it wasn’t shown. It was replaced by a repeat, yes a bloody repeat ,of Charles Kennedy’s interview with Jonathan Dimbleby. I emailed Anglia Television who produced the programme and received the following reply from Debbie Humphreys;





“ We’re sorry about this too!





The football over ran which meant that Charles Kennedy would not be on until after midnight, as the other party leaders had had their broadcasts earlier in the evening for reasons of fairness and to avoid accusations of political bias this programme was brought forward, and Hoaxbusters lost out again. To be honest we don’t know whether the Network Centre will reschedule it on ITV or whether it might just go to ITV2.”





Well thanks a lot ITV. If anyone ever gets to see this on some channel or other please do me a copy.











“So I warn the sceptics, be careful what you say ‘cause you’ll end up in court.”





News via the Internet





FROM THE ASKE CHAIRMAN 


Donald Campbell, Sightings of Large Cats, and the Nature of Belief











Skeptic Magazine





The Skeptic is the UK’s only regular magazine to take a skeptical look at pseudoscience and claims of the paranormal. Founded in 1987 by Wendy Grossman, it is a non-profit magazine published 4 times a year and available only by subscription. It is an invaluable resource for journalists, teachers, psychologists, and inquisitive people of all ages who like to discover the truth behind the many extraordinary claims of paranormal and unusual phenomena. For more information about The Skeptic, or to request a free sample copy please visit � HYPERLINK http://www.skeptic.org.uk/ ��http://www.skeptic.org.uk/�.








11th European Skeptics Congress, 


London, September 5-7, 2003.





ASKE is hosting this bi-annual congress (contact person Mike Heap).  The exact venue will be decided in due course.  The event will consist of papers and debates.  It is hoped that we will have a keynote speaker of international distinction.  ASKE members will have the benefit of a discount on the registration fee.  All ASKE members are invited to participate.  Please contact Mike Heap


 (m.heap@sheffield.ac.uk) if you wish to do so.
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Association for Skeptical Enquiry, P.O. Box 5994, RIPLEY, DE5 3XL


email us at: aske@uk2.net


visit our website at: www.aske.org.uk





Skeptics in the Pub


(Florence Nightingale Pub, near Waterloo Station)





Thursday August 16: Scott Wood - "Sex and Dogs and UFO's: A Meze of Strange Beliefs and Outsider Ideas".


Thursday September 20: Dr Charles Paxton (St Andrews) - "Sea Monsters? Science and unknown giant aquatic animals".





See the website at: http://www.skeptic.org.uk/pub/





If you would like to give a talk or want to find out more contact Scott Campbell at: � HYPERLINK mailto:scott.campbell@nottingham.ac.uk ��scott.campbell@nottingham.ac.uk� or phone him on (0115) 8466 964.
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